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ÁMeeting demand

ÁDiversity of supply

ÁA better product

ÁLocal housing for local people

ÁLocal Economic Benefits

Custom Build in local areas 

can deliver:



Government response

Á Manifesto commitment to double 

self/custom build by 2020 through…

Á Legislation

Á HCA sites

Á Access to £3bn Home Building Fund 

Á Active engagement with mortgage 

lenders

Á Accelerated Construction

Á Communications



Projects already in place 

Shropshire’s Single Plot 

Exemption Policy 

Homemade @Heartland 

Cornwall

Innovative custom build policy adopted 

by Teignbridge District Council

Graven Hill



2014

Register Launched

www.teignbridge.gov.uk/selfbuild

V 27 questions

V Estimated 56 hours to set up

V Questions tweaked in line with regs

& re-launched 1st April 2016

V Base period 1 –131 entries

V Base period 2 –137 entries



Register Promotion

V Social media

V Newspaper editorial

V Consultation events

V Selfbuild and Design 

Show –Exeter

V Promote DBC & LABC 



Local Plan

•Typical Main Objectives

üMeet housing needs

üCreate Jobs

üDeliver Infrastructure (CIL)

•Lesser Objectives included

üSupport CSB

üDiversify housing supply



Land 
supply

32%

Availabilit
y of 

finance
19%

Cost and 
time of 

planning 
process

36%

Cost and 
time of 

ecologica
l surveys 
and S106  

13%

2013

Our Local Research

amongst Teignbridge small developers

What are the biggest challenges to your business?



2013

Our Local Research

Whatôs the demand for local self build plots?

Buildstore database provided evidence of:

•3000 plot searches within 

Teignbridge postcodes



Local Plan Examination

WE7 Custom Build Dwellings

To support prospective custom builders on sites 

of more than 20 dwellings developers will supply 

at least 5% of dwelling plots for sale to custom 

builders, 

V Viable & Deliverable

V Evidence Based (Buildstore / Register)

V Kept CSB policy as Market homes only. 

V 12 month marketing period

ñLocal Plan policy WE7 

requires larger 

developments to 

incorporate Custom Build 

Dwellings, to widen the 

choice in the housing 

market.ò 

Adopted ‘TEIGNBRIDGE RULE’



Plots consented under Teignbridge Rule

to date = 125 5% of 620 = 31/annum

All outline consents to be linked to Design Code doc



Penns Mount –Linden Homes

242 dwellings + 8 custom build plots



Challabrooke, Bovey Tracey

156 dwellings + 12 custom build plots

ü 12 plots; 7 OM + 5 AH

ü Separate construction access proposed

ü Plots delivered early within scheme

ü AH custom build?



% Policies - Learning & Challenges 

ü Negotiate & agree plot positions early

ü Group plots together

ü Site for early access - perimeter location, separate 

temp or permanent access

ü Use S106 clauses for early delivery

ü Design Codes –on all multi-plot sites

ü Market controls timing - consent to on site 3-5 yrs

ü Consider viability! Offsite contribution?



Supplementary Planning Document for

Custom And Self Build Housing

V Formally adopted July 2016

V Material planning consideration when 

considering apps for CSB housing

V Invaluable framework in discussions with 

landowners, planning agents, developers, 

custom and self builders.

V First SPD for Custom & Self Build in country

V Access in PDF format on our website

https://www.teignbridge.gov.uk/planning/local-plans-

and-policy/supplementary-planning-documents/



Additional to LP Policy

Custom Build meeting Rural Housing Need

ü DNPA Vanguard Pilot

ü 6 plots; 1 OM Cross-subsidy + 5 AH

ü AH custom build?

ü Water-tight shell minimum?

ü Funding? CHF? Replicable model?



www.teignbridge.gov.uk/planningonline ref: 17/02166/MAJ

Additional to LP Policy - 20 Custom Build Starter Homes

Howton Field, NA1
ü Teignbridge led pilot

ü Land acquired via HE 

loan funding

ü Outline PP consented

ü Shovel ready; PP +

services to entrance.

ü Dispose to CB 

developer during 2018

ü Grow a local housing 

provider?

ü Skills/training 

opportunities?

Site

Entrance



ü Piloting Three Dragons 

needs assessment across 

Greater Exeter Strategic Plan

ü Additional promotional 

material to custom builders, 

planners, developers

ü Further viability, valuation 

and policy advice

ü Neighbourhood Planning 

guidance

ü Affordable custom build 

housing

Teignbridge Commissioning 

the Right to Build Taskforce



http://customandselfbuildtoolkit.org.uk/#


